
See page 2 for instructions and conversion chart.

I hereby certify that I have examined the information contained in this return and to the best of my knowledge it is correct 
and complete.

Mill locations for this return:

Return must be signed by owner, partner, or authorized person (if filing as a corporation).

1350

40801052

.

.

.

.

Questions? Contact this office at ForestRenewalTax@dor.sc.gov or call 803-896-1970.

SSN/FEIN

File NumberPlace an X in all boxes that apply.
Change of Address 
(Make changes to 
address below)

AMENDED 
Return

Period Ended (MM-YY)

If the area below is blank, fill in name and address.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE L-2012 

(Rev. 8/27/19) 
4080FOREST RENEWAL FEE TAX RETURN

SID Number

Printed name Title Signature

Daytime phone number Date Email

dor.sc.gov

Mail To:  SCDOR, PO Box 125, Columbia, SC 29214-0136

A B C D E

Product
Quantity 

(per cord or 1,000 board feet as 
indicated under Column D)

Tax  
Rate

Amount of Tax 
(C x D)

Softwood sawtimber, veneer logs and bolts, 
pine poles and piling, crossties, softwoods 
(including cypress), softwood products 
normally measured in board feet

Compute per Scribner 
log rule or equivalent 1.

$.50 per 
1,000 

board feet
1.

Hardwood sawtimber, veneer, crossties, 
hardwood products normally measured in 
board feet

Compute per Scribner 
log rule or equivalent 2.

$.25 per 
1,000 

board feet
2.

Softwood pulpwood, post, stumps, softwood 
products normally measured in cords

Compute per standard 
cord of 128 cubic feet 3. $.20 per 

cord 3.

Hardwood pulpwood, post, hardwood 
products normally measured in cords

Compute per standard 
cord of 128 cubic feet 4.   $.07 per 

cord 4.

  5. Total (Column E, lines 1 through 4) 5.

  
6. Penalty ___________________ 

    Interest ___________________
6.

  7. Total amount of tax, penalty, and 
    interest due (add lines 5 and 6) 7.

File online at MyDORWAY.dor.sc.gov



INSTRUCTIONS
1. Primary Forest Products are products of the tree after they are cut from the stump or separated from the soil and cut or processed 
to its first roundwood or other products for further conversion. This includes, but is not limited to, whole trees for chipping, whole tree 
logs, sawlogs, pulpwood, veneer bolts, posts, poles and piling, and stumps.  
 
2. The processor of the primary forest products is responsible for the tax. Processor means the individual, group, association, or 
corporation that obtains primary forest products at their initial point of concentration for conversion to secondary products or for 
shipment to others for conversion.  
 
3. Exemption from the Tax - According to the Primary Forest Products Assessment Act, the following are exempt from the tax: 
Christmas trees and associated greens, pine straw, material harvested from a person's own land and used by that person to make 
fences, buildings, or for other personal use, fuelwood harvested for personal use, and posts that are only split and cut into lengths. 

CONVERSION CHART
Softwoods (including bald cyprus) Hardwoods

Customarily measured in board feet
Scribner log rule = 1 x 1 Scribner log rule = 1 x 1
Doyle log rule = Doyle scale x 1.77 = Scribner Doyle log rule = Doyle scale x 1.31 = Scribner

Log scaling International 1/4 log rule = international scale 
x .78 =  Scribner

International 1/4 log rule = international scale x .90 
=  Scribner

Cedar 2/3 rule = 2/3 scale x .82 = Scribner
Weight scaling 14,700 lbs = 1,000 board feet Scribner 16,000 lbs = 1,000 board feet Scribner
Other (log products not scaled or 
weighed)

For sawmills, the lumber tally of production 
from logs is considered equal to Scribner

For sawmills, the lumber tally of production from 
logs is considered equal to Scribner

Customarily measured in cords
Rough stack of wood and bark Convert to the standard cord of 128 cubic feet Convert to the standard cord of 128 cubic feet
Solid wood content 74 cubic feet of solid wood = one standard cord 74 cubic feet of solid wood = one standard cord

5,350 lbs = one standard cord 5,450 lbs of soft hardwoods = one standard cord
Weight 6,200 lbs of hard hardwoods = one standard cord

5,800 lbs of mixed hardwoods = one standard cord
Customarily classed by other measures (such as poles, piles, and posts)
Pine poles and piles designated 
for pressure treating preservative 180 cubic feet = 1,000 board feet Scribner

Softwood posts to be treated 74 cubic feet of solid wood = one standard cord
Softwood posts not to be treated 100 posts = one standard cord
Split or round hardwood fence posts 100 posts = one standard cord
Stump wood
Stump wood 6,620 lbs of stump wood = one standard cord

Special Chip Products

Whole tree stems delivered to mills for conversion to lumber and veneer with ends being used for cord equivalent products

Pine ends of whole stems chipped 
at buying yard or sawmill

Estimate the amount of pine ends in the total 
weight. Convert this amount using the 5,350 
pound cord factor.

Hardwood ends of whole stems 
chipped at buying yard or sawmill

Estimate the amount of hardwood ends in the total 
weight. Convert this amount using the 5,800 
pound cord factor.

Total tree chipping in the woods (hog fuel, dirty chips) 
This type of operation uses the same material listed above, plus both standing and down logging residues. Cord equivalent factors are 
increased so these operators will not be penalized for using residues.
Pine total-tree chips (including 
bark, twigs, and needles) 6,600 pounds = one standard cord

Hardwood total-tree chips 
(including bark, twigs, and leaves) 8,600 pounds = one standard cord



4. Each category of forest products must be accounted for separately.  
 • Column A - The four general categories of primary forest products. The processor must enter in Column C the quantity of the 

product for each category. The primary forest products purchased for processing are taxable in the quarter in which they are 
delivered to the mill or concentration yard.  

 • Column B - A list of the correct measurement of each category. Assessments of the primary forest products will be made 
either according to the Scribner log rule, the standard 128 cubic foot cord, or their equivalent.  

 • Column C - The quantity per cord or 1,000 board feet.  
 • Column D - Tax rate.  
 • Column E - Amount of tax due (Column C multiplied by Column D). You must keep production records for a period of three 

fiscal years. The SCDOR may request these records to verify your return.  
 
5. Out-of-state processors. All processors of primary forest products harvested in South Carolina are required to pay the Forest 
Renewal Fee Tax using this return. All material harvested in South Carolina for shipment outside the state for primary processing is 
assessed the same as material harvested and processed within the state.  
 
6. Rates of conversion for measuring system of primary forest products. Because of the many variables of primary forest 
products, such as tree species, place of origin of tree, difference in size of wood pieces, and differences in individual measuring 
systems, a system of averages is used to convert one measuring system to another. These averages will apply generally rather than to 
any specific timber tract or to any particular mill at a given time. For the purpose of this return, conversions on page 2 apply. These 
conversions are considered to be the equivalent to the Scribner log rule or the standard 128 cubic foot cord. 
 
The penalty for failure to file a return is 5% of the amount of tax due for each month or fraction of a month of delinquency, not to exceed 
25% total. The penalty for failure to pay tax due is 0.5% of the amount of tax due for each month or fraction of a month of delinquency, 
not to exceed 25% total. Interest on all overdue accounts is charged based on current IRS rates. A penalty and interest calculator is 
available at dor.sc.gov/calculator. 

Social Security Privacy Act Disclosure 
It is mandatory that you provide your Social Security Number on this tax form if you are an individual taxpayer. 42 U.S.C. 405(c)(2)(C)(i) 
permits a state to use an individual's Social Security Number as means of identification in administration of any tax. SC Regulation 
117-201 mandates that any person required to make a return to the SCDOR must provide identifying numbers, as prescribed, for 
securing proper identification. Your Social Security Number is used for identification purposes. 

The Family Privacy Protection Act 
Under the Family Privacy Protection Act, the collection of personal information from citizens by the SCDOR is limited to the information 
necessary for the SCDOR to fulfill its statutory duties. In most instances, once this information is collected by the SCDOR, it is protected 
by law from public disclosure. In those situations where public disclosure is not prohibited, the Family Privacy Protection Act prevents 
such information from being used by third parties for commercial solicitation purposes. 


